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     Welcome  to  the  AwƑsis  Aboriginal 

Education  Conference 2009.    

    First, if I could make some very   important  acknowledgments.    I  

   acknowledge  the people  of   the  Cree  Nation on  whose traditional    

  lands  we  are  meeting.  And  I  pay   my  respects  to  Elder s past and  

                                               present.  I  also  acknowledge all   First  Nations,  Métis and Inuit  peoples  

     in the audience today, whose cultures  we celebrate as the oldest living  

                                          c ultures  in Canadian  history.  A  big  welcome to all  peoples of European  

              descent  who are  here,  we  are  happy to see you  and  welcome you with      

         open hearts.  

            Iõd like to acknowledge as well, the Aw Ƒsis Aboriginal Education Council, past and 

present , without whose dedicated efforts this conference would not be the success it is.   

You have come from all over the Canadian Provinces, Terr itories and Northern United 

States. Welcome, we  are honored by you r presence at our very special cultural and 

learning conference.  

Now despite our diversity of experiences and 

cultures, I know that we share the common goal of  

working to make a positive difference to the  

education and lives of Indigenous people across  

Canada. There are many stories to be shared, stories 

about challenges, about  failures and about success. 

The important thing about these stories is that we can 

learn from them as we work to create a better future 

for all.  

But you know we canõt escape some hard 

facts.  

Many of the challenges that we face here in  

this country are shared by Indigenous peoples in 

other countries. We know that all students do not start 

on a level playing field and this is one of our greatest 

challenges. Too many of Canadaõs First Nations, 

Métis, Inuit children are not completing their 

secondary education. Too few Indigenous children 

are passing benchmark tests in literacy and  numeracy.  Too few can make a successful 

transition to high school let alone finish grade 12.  This must change.  

Bridging the gap in various levels of education can be achieved by forging 

partnerships between Aboriginal and non -Aboriginal Canadians. Canadian educators 

need to continue to accept difference and teach to those differences.  

Acknowledgement must  be made to the individual and not conform to standardizing 

students as we are all unique.  

I humbly recognize your efforts by being here at Aw Ƒsis. Thank you for your 

continued effort to better the lives and knowledge of Indigenous and non -Indigenous 

students. I am certain you will benefit greatly from our conference and I wish you an 

enjoyable few days.  

Lisette Denis   

AwƑsis President 2009 

AA   MMEESSSSAAGGEE  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT 
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  PPrreessiidd eenntt ::    LLiissee tt ttee   DDeenniiss  

    VViicc ee   PPrreessiidd eenntt ::    SSaa nndd ii  HHaa rrpp ee rr  

    TTrreeaa ssuurree rr::  VViirrgg iinniiaa   MMoo bb ee rrllyy  

    SSeecc rree ttaa rryy::  SSaa nndd rraa   MM oo nnttgg rraa nndd   

    RReegg iisstt rraa rr::  DDaa rrlleennee   AAttcc hheeyynnuumm   
  

    

  

  
    TTyyrroo nnee   TToooo ttoo oo ssiiss      

    DDeebb bb iiee   FFrraa nnttzz  

    CChhaa rrlloo tt ttee   RRoo ssss  
  

  
  

  

  

      DDeenniissee   GGeeoo rrgg ee   

      BBeenn  EEnngg   
  

 

 

 

    EElldd ee rr// AAdd vviissoo rr::  MMaa rryy  LLeeee   

     Advisor:     Mike Maurice  
 
 

 

 

 

 OOsskkƑƑyyaa kk  HHiigg hh  SScc hhoo oo ll,,  SSaa sskkaa ttoooo nn,,  SSKK..  

  SSaa sskkaa ttcc hheeww aa nn  TTeeaa cc hhee rrõõss  FFeedd ee rraa tt iioonn 

   

  22000099  AAWWƐƐSSIISS  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  MMEEMMBBEERRSS 

      Chief Executive Officers  

   Executive Members at Large  

      Cultural Advisory Members  

  Executive Volunteer Positions  

      Partner Assigned Members  
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Wow, itôs hard to believe we are already  

           hosting  the  Awasis  Aboriginal  Education Conference.  Where  

         does the time go? 

      This  past  year  I  completed  a  Masters  degree  in  the  

  College   of   Education - Educational  Foundations  Department   

             in  Aboriginal  and  Anti-Racist Education. It was a time consuming  

     project, as I did it while working full-time and raising two children alone.  

I  somehow  managed  and  had  some  excellent professors  to  help  me 

along  the  way.  Now  I  can  proudly  say  that I did it.  I strongly encourage  all of  

you  to  go  out  and  do  it.  Come  talk  to  me  and  I will give you the advice and encouragement  

needed to get you  started.  If I can do it, anyone can do it. 

I am pleased  to be a  part of the conference yet again this year and have greatly enjoyed being  a  

part  of  the Awasis Committee. There are always some vacancies on the committee and I hope to 

see some new faces as we begin the preparations for next yearôs conference this fall.  

I wish you all an enjoyable and relaxing conference.  All the best! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

  AAWWƐƐSSIISS  CC OO UUNNCCIILL::  OO UURR  MMEEMMBBEERRSS 

      Lisette Denis  

      Sandi Harper  

  Virginia Moberly  
Welcome, everyone to the 2009 Awasis Conference.  It  
has been a rewarding, challenging experience being a part of the committee this  
year.  I  have  taken  over  as committee treasurer, which has kept me quite busy.  This 
year  is  my  fifth  full  year  with  this  amazing  committee.   I am currently  
teaching  at  E.D.  Feehan  Catholic  High School  in  Saskatoon, teaching  
Native  Studies  and  History.  I  have  been  teaching  for  13  years,  with  
experience  both in  First  Nations schools and provincial schools.  I joined  
the   Awasis   Aboriginal   Education   Council   because  I  believe  in  the  
preservation  and  promotion  of  First  Nations  education  in our province.   
I  look  forward  to  meeting  many  of  the  conference  delegates, and am  
confident that we will all create great memories this year. 
 

Hello, my name is Sandi Harper.  I have been a teacher  
with  the  Saskatoon  Public  School  System  for  sixteen  years. I  learned  
about  Awasis  by  attending  a  conference, and  I  subsequently  became  
a  member  of  the  Awasis Committee  because I believe in its philosophy.   
Awasis   is  making  positive  changes  for  First  Nations  people  that  are  
needed.    It   is   also   the  only  First  Nations  conference  of  its  kind  in  
Saskatchewan.  It  is  truly a  privilege to be a part of such  an honourable,  
important committee.  
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  AAWWƐƐSSIISS  CC OO UUNNCCIILL::  OO UURR  MMEEMMBBEERRSS 

    Sandra Montgrand  

  Tyrone Tootoosis 
I am Tyrone Tootoosis of Cree Assiniboine descent; I am  
a member of the Poundmaker Cree Nation and I presently reside in Saskatoon,  
although I would much rather be back home on the reservation.  I have an avid interest 
in  raising  horses  (Paints),   the   visual   and   performing  arts,  culture,   
oral history research, and hunting. I also work on many different projects  
ñto pay da billsò.  As a Conference Council member of Awasis,  I feel that  
it is a  sincere  and  humble way of giving back to those who walked here  
before us and to those who are still to come. 
 

Hi, my name is Sandra Montgrand.  Iôm  
          originally from Turnor Lake, Saskatchewan, however I currently  
       reside in Saskatoon.  My ethnic background is Métis yet I identify myself    
   with  the  language I speak,  which is Dene.   I  work  at  W.P.  

           Bate Community School as a Community Educational Assistant.   
This is my second term on the Awasis Committee.  The reason I joined  
the  committee  was  because  I  truly  believe  the motto ñLet Us Learn  
From  One  Anotherò.    We each have special talents and gifts that we  
can share with each other.  We  all  want  what  is  best for  the awasis  
(child),  regardless of ancestry.   I  continue  to  look forward to working  
with the other committee members, and thank them for accepting me and fulfilling my 
spiritual being. 
With respect and friendship, Sandra M.  
 

  Mary Lee  

Mary is a Plains Cree speaker who originates from Chitek 
Lake.  She has worked with the youth of Joe Duquette High School for the last 
twenty-five years and now serves as the cultural advisor and Elder. Mary 
is very accomplished  in her  beadwork  and  makes  tipis  upon  request.   
She  continues  to  tan  hides  and  happily teaches anyone interested  in  
learning   these   skills.   Mary  has  always  been  involved  with  various  
government  and  non-government  organizations  that  strive  to  benefit  
children  and  youth.   She has many traditional teachings to share.   The  
tipi teaching that she uses at Awasis is part of this wonderful  knowledge. 




